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The English curriculum at Oak Hill has three main aims:
1. Develop all students’ literacy skills (reading, writing and speaking and listening)
2. Promote an enjoyment of reading
3. Support the students in preparing for, and achieving, a meaningful qualification in English
Students have three 45 minute English lessons per week at key stage three which increases to four 45 minute lessons per week at key stage four. 
The curriculum includes opportunities for students to read a range of fiction, poetry, plays and non-fiction which leads to developing reading skills (such as inference and analysis) and writing skills, such as creative writing, empathetic responses and non-fiction writing. This wide range of texts serves to expose students to various writers, periods in time and contexts that they may not be familiar with, in order to develop their cultural awareness and knowledge. Many of the texts selected for study have an accompanying film adaptation to further support understanding. Students regularly read with a member of staff or together in lessons, relaxing on bean bags to maximise their enjoyment and to promote the relaxing aspect of reading!
Throughout key stage three, students work on developing their literacy skills and their progress is tracked termly, with students regularly receiving feedback regarding what they are doing well, what specific skills they need to develop and how they can do this. These essential, overarching skills are developed throughout key stage three in preparation for all students to sit level one Functional Skills English in key stage four. Due to the nature of Oak Hill and the students’ educational needs, students may end up on different pathways. Some students will work towards level one whereas other students may progress to sit level two. There is also the option for students to work towards sitting GCSE English Language at the end of key stage four – these students will also sit level two Functional Skills to ensure that they leave us with a GCSE or acceptable equivalent which will allow them to secure a place at college or an apprenticeship.
Students have previously taken part in the ‘Pets as Therapy’ reading programme, where students across key stage three had individual sessions reading to Delilah, a therapy dog. Currently, during form time, students are reading various popular texts chosen purely for enjoyment which have provided discussions about a range of real and relevant topical issues. 
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